
Changes to Medicare Have Reshaped 
the 2025 Marketplace in Wild Ways:
What Should You do this Open Enrollment Season?
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Medicare
History and Evolution

Original Medicare covered illness and injury. As 

Medicare evolved, more well care, screening and 

drug coverage added and enhanced benefits 

through Advantage Plans.



Medicare and You (excerpt):
Original Medicare vs Advantage Plan

Start

Step 1: Decide how you want to get your coverage

Original Medicare Medicare Advantage Plan
Part C (like an HMO or PPO)

Part A
Hospital Insurance

Part B               
Medical Insurance

Step 2: Decide if you need to add                     
drug coverage.

Part D            
Prescription Drug 

Coverage

Step 3: Decide if you need to add                    
supplemental coverage. 

Medicare Supplement 
Insurance

(Medigap) policy

END

Part C                          
Combines Part A, Part B, and 

usually Part D

Step 2: Decide if you need to add                    
drug coverage.

Part D                            
Prescription Drug Coverage 
(Most Medicare Advantage 

Plans cover prescription drugs. 
You may be able to add drug 

coverage in some plan types if 
not already included. )

END
If you join a Medicare Advantage Plan, you can’t use or be sold 
a Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap) policy.



Cap on insulin copayments.

Medicare
Marketplace Changes

Inflation Reduction Act of 2022

Out-of-pocket Part D maximum of $8000 in 2024 
and $2000 in 2025.

Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program 
(in play but not in effect until 2026).

Advantage Plans under Pressure on Many Fronts.

Part D Premium Stabilization Demonstration.



Part D:
Medicare Drug Plans



Connecticut PDPs
2024 V 2025



$590 $1,410 

$0 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500

Deductible Max 25% Cost Share

$2,000 
Out-of-

Pocket Cap

2025 Part D 
Standard Benefit Design



TRoop?
• TRoop = True Out-Of-Pocket 

Max, or not so True?  $2,000 
in 2025.

• May mean the beneficiary pays 
much less than $2,000 in drug 
costs if the beneficiary has an 
Enhanced Alternative Benefit 
Plan.

• Calculates the Out-Of-Pocket 
Cost as 25% of the cost of the 
drug or the actual cost share at 
the pharmacy, whichever is 
higher.





Actual Out-of-Pocket 

$628.53 
Due to Enhanced Benefit



• Login to your 
Medicare.gov account or 
create one.

• Use Medicare.gov

• Have your list of 
medications ready.

• Do not include Part B 
medications (vaccines, 
diabetic supplies).

Your Drug Review



Verify medications on formulary 
and understand restrictions if 
any.

Create an account on 
mymedicare.gov for streamlined 
reviews and enrollments.

Understand cost share 
differences between 
in-network, preferred, and 
mail order pharmacies.

If you want to set up autopay, contact 
the carrier directly to enroll. 

If you prefer to receive an invoice for 
premiums, enroll on medicare.gov.

You can elect to have premiums 
deducted from your Social Security 
payment, but we recommend paying 
your premium directly. 

Part D Takeaways

Track your enrollment on your 
mymedicare.gov site.



Medicare Advantage
(Part C)



Medicare Advantage Plan Products









Memorial
Sloan Kettering:

Accepted Advantage 
Plans



Plans are changing in 2025. 
If you are enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage plan, pay close 
attention to benefit changes 
each year as you may need to 
make an active decision to 
ensure coverage is in place. 

There are still too many 
Advantage plans being offered.

Review your benefits through the 
mymedicare.gov tool but also confirm 
network status with the carrier and the 
provider.

Medicare Advantage Takeaways

If your employer offers a retiree 
Advantage plan, these plans are 
often richer in terms of benefits 
than what you can get in the 
individual market. 

If your Advantage Plan is terminated, 
you may return to original Medicare 
and you have a guaranteed issue right 
to purchase a Medicare Supplement.



Biden Officials Stave Off Sticker Shock on
Medicare Drug Premiums, 

The New York Times, September 27, 2024.

For Additional Background:

Insurers Pocketed $50 Billion from Medicare for 
Diseases No Doctor Treated, 

The Wall Street Journal, updated July 8, 2024.

Medicare Advantage: Questionable Use of 
Health Risk Assessment Continues to Drive Up
Payments to Plans by Billions, 

Office of the Inspector General, U. S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
10/24/2024.

Three Health Systems Sue Aetna for Breach of 
Contract

In the 
News

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/27/health/medicare-drug-prices-harris-biden.html
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/medicare-health-insurance-diagnosis-payments-b4d99a5d
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/medicare-health-insurance-diagnosis-payments-b4d99a5d
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2024/medicare-advantage-questionable-use-of-health-risk-assessments-continues-to-drive-up-payments-to-plans-by-billions/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2024/medicare-advantage-questionable-use-of-health-risk-assessments-continues-to-drive-up-payments-to-plans-by-billions/
http://www.healthleadersmedia.com/payer/3-health-systems-sue-aetna-breach-contract


Q & A
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